OUR BOYHOOD'S FAVOURITE:   RIDER HAGGARD   221

Bazett Doveton, of the Bombay Civil Service," a lady two years
his junior, the fruit of which marriage was ten children, of
whom Henry Rider Haggard, born 22nd June, 1856, was the
eighth. With such a host of youngsters, each within eighteen
months or so of the next's age, Bradenham was a boisterous
household, and by the time they arrived at school age, the boys
were well qualified to withstand the hardships of the new boy.

Nevertheless, Rider Haggard's school career began in disaster,
for he was removed from his first school by his indignant father
after a master, in a moment of annoyance, had knocked-him
senseless with his fist. This was at a day school in London, where
the Haggards at that time had a town house, soon to be given
up from motives of economy. Even in Victorian times, the
upbringing of ten children made heavy inroads on a comfortable
income, and Squire Haggard at one period thought to save
expense by taking the family for their holidays on the Continent.
For the same reason, Rider Haggard did not go to a public school;
of his five elder brothers, all but the one who chose to be a sailor,
went to public schools, two to Winchester, one to Haileybury, the
other to Westminster. When Rider's turn came, funds were low,
and the squire possibly felt the economy justified as this son
showed small prospects of success at school.

For Rider was not a bright boy. When he was seven, he
irritated his mother into describing him as "heavy as lead in
body and mind," and one of his early school reports provoked
his father to roar that he was "only fit to be a greengrocer."
So after some terms at Garsington Rectory in Oxfordshire, where
the rector took two or three pupils as boarders, he went to Ipswich
Grammar School. He described it as "a rough place" in those
days, bullying being prevalent, but his hardy upbringing stood
him in good stead, and he won respect by having a fight on his
first day with an older boy who criticised his hat. His only school
distinction was being elected captain of the second football team;
as he left before he was seventeen, he did not stay long enough
to get into the first,

He spent his holidays in family trips abroad, at a clerical
uncle's with one of his brothers, or at Bradenham. His father
was "a typical squire of the old sort, a kind of Sir Roger de